
Messaggio del Presidente 

Cari Amici,  
 

I hope all of you, your family and friends are in good health.  This is a summer and year like no other that we will remember 

for years to come. What did you miss most this summer? Trips to the beach, vacations or even a trip to Italy? For me it was 

bocce season. The 2020 season was canceled, and what I missed most was the camaraderie with my team and the other 

players in the league.  
 

Like most of us you have probably spent the last few months quarantined at home and finding ways to stay busy. Perhaps 

you tried new recipes, remodeled or reorganized your homes, finally got to those repairs around the house or did some gar-

dening, binged on TV shows, and played board games with your family. The quarantine lifestyle is necessary to keep the vi-

rus at bay. Many organizations, like us, had to postpone or cancel their fundraising activities. The Foundation has canceled 

its member dinners for September, October, November, and December. This has put the Foundation in a critical financial 

situation and the Board of Directors with have to face some tough decisions in the coming months.  
 

The Foundation would like to thank the following members who donated $50 each to the Foundation.  

Juliet Viola Kniffen, Ed Micheli, and Marylou Herrera. I would also like to thank Paul and Mary Kay Pedersen for their     

donation of $100. The Board greatly appreciates your support. 
 

By a proclamation in 1989 by the President and Congress, October was designated Italian-Heritage month. This  

proclamation was established to honor the achievements of Italian immigrants and their descendants and 

their contributions in the arts, science, and culture. 

 

Charles Joseph Bonaparte was born In Baltimore Maryland in 1851 of French and Italian ancestry. He was a 

Harvard educated lawyer who founded the Bureau of Investigation which in the 1920s grew and expanded 

under Director J Edgar Hoover into the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI).  He was also the great-nephew 

of French Emperor Napoleon the first. Bonaparte served in the cabinet of President Theodore Roosevelt as 

the 46th United States Attorney General. He was also a longtime activist for the rights of African Americans in his city. 

Bonaparte died in 1921. 
 

“La casa e’ dove si trova il cuore”. The home is where the heart is. Pliny the Elder. 
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Shop at Oliver’s Market? Use Amazon? NBICF can earn 3% of your purchase at Oliver’s and a small       

percentage from AmazonSmile! 

The Oliver’s Market Community Card Application, pre filled out with the Foundation’s name on it is included in this Mosaico. 

Give the completed application to any cashier at any of Oliver’s locations. When you shop at Oliver’s, NBICF will receive  3% 

of your purchase as a donation. You can also register for escrip and then add your Oliver’s Community Card number to your 

account. 

AmazonSmile - Sign into your Amazon account and add  the AmazonSmile feature. 

Questions, please contact George Golfieri at 707-843-3176. 



Incontro - Ongoing Incontro group meets at 10:30 

every Saturday, via ZOOM, for informal  Italian con-

versation.  

For more information contact  George 

Golfieri at 707-843-3176.  

Membership News    

 

New Individuals:   

Tess Chrisler 

 

New Family  

Fred and Debbie  Leoni 

  

New & Continuing Business Members: 

Buttitta Design 

Faloni Ranch, 

Forchini Vineyards & Winery 

Italian Citizenship Assistance (ICA)  

Ramazzotti Winery 

 

In Memoriam:  

Kathleen Stewart Mortenson  

(Carole Stewart’s daughter, and my dear friend) 

May she Rest in Peace 

Santa Rosa Junior College 

Community Education. Fall Semester 2020 

Italian Due. Conversational Italian: Speaking More and 

Entering Italy.  

This course will be conducted exclusively online via 

Zoom.  

 Please register by Sept 8 in order to get the Course 

Reader in time for the first class-session (you will 

receive pickup info). (Course ID no. 8129) 

 Registration closes on Tuesday, September 15, 2020 

@11:59 PM  

For those who have already taken a beginning course, 

Italian Due (2) introduces the past tense, reviews and 

introduces more frequently used verbs, and studies ad-

jectives. The course treats expressive gestures and Ital-

ian use, and important but little-known Italian songs and 

singers, plus things YOU'D like to know. Class work focus-

es on conversational patterns and in-class practice to 

prepare you to manage TIFU (The Italian in Front of 

yoU). The course fee includes a Course Reader.  

 Six classes, on Wednesdays, 5:30-7:30pm. Start date: 

Sept. 6; last class: Oct 21, 2020  

 Fee: $124.00 

 Not-for-credit course; no exams (this is not a credit-

transfer course.) 

 Location: No physical location; via Zoom 

Instructor: Dave Henderson, PhD Italian, has taught at 

the SRJC for 38 years. He and his wife, Art Instructor 

Kathryn, travel frequently to Italy and give courses on 

Italian areas. He has his own translation business, work-

ing with many wineries in Italy. 

For further information please contact Dave Henderson 

at: davehen@sonic.net 

Visit NBICF website to access the link to enroll via SRJC 

Community Education.  

NBICF BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 

George Golfieri (President 707-843-3176) 

Linda Apel (Treasurer), Allen Barbieri, Lynne Burton, Lisa Goe, 

Ron Grassi, Cindy Hume (Secretary), Arleen Place,  Alfred (Al) 

Pucci, Don Raimondi, and Les Villanyi (VP) 

Directors Emeritus:  

Angelo Catelani  Arturo Ibleto  

Please visit NBICF.org About Us / Directors for a short biography of 

each Board member. 

For Information: 

Coro Allegro: 707-484-4992 Les Villanyi  

Library/Office: 707-573-7185 Virginia Wilburn  

Italian Classes: 707-874-2512 Emily Evans 

 Membership: 707-591-9696 George Golfieri  

Reservations: 707-573-7185 Virginia Wilburn  

Scholarships: 707-523-0296 Gino Muzzatti  

Sunshine Cards: 707-586-1167 JoAnn Piantanida  

Volunteer Coordinator: 707-591-9696 (Please leave a message) 

https://italiancitizenshipassistance.com/
mailto:davehen@sonic.net


Some of the Regions of Italy   

Last Mosaico, some of the 20 regions were listed. An error was made in that list. 

Naples was listed as a region, when in fact it is the regional capital of Campania.       

I apologize for the error. 

 

Previous regions mentioned: Piedmont, Liguria, Emilia-Romagna, Tuscany, Abruz-

zo, Molise, Sicily and Sardinia. 

Trentino-Alto Aldige   

Located in northern Italy, bordering Switzerland and Austria. Trentino is renowned 

for its mountains, such as the Dolomites, which are part of the Alps. The mild cli-

mate allows for apples, chestnuts and asparagus to be grown. 

Veneto 

Thanks to Venice, its most fabulous jewel, it is one of Italy's most popular tourist destinations. But there's a lot more to the 

region: art cities, mountains, wine and villas. Around 5 million people live there.  The Venetian lagoon, the Po delta and the 

region's mountainous areas offer rich habitats with plenty of wildlife and birdwatching. 

Friuli Venezia Giulia 

One of five autonomous regions with special statute.  The name used to be hyphenated as Friuli-Venezia Giulia until 2001. 

Languages spoken in the region are Italian, Friulian, Slovene and German. The city of Venice ("Venezia") is not in this region, 

despite the name. A northeast Italian region bordering Austria, Slovenia and the Adriatic Sea. Dolomite Mountains and 

vineyards producing white wines are part of this area. It is also renowned for its distillates, including traditional and fla-

vored grappas. 

 Lombardy  

A region in Northern Italy. The capital, Milan, is a global hub of fashion and finance. Lombardy has numerous lakes, includ-

ing Lake Garda, the largest in Italy. All of the lakes are of glacial origin. Lombardy is the leading industrial and commercial 

region of Italy.  There are almost 500 museums and more than one million cultural heritages found in the region, among 

them, Gothic Duomo di Milano and the  cathedral Santa Maria delle Grazie convent where the famous Last Supper by Leo-

nardo da Vinci is located. 

Le Marche  

An eastern Italian region, known for its stunning landscapes, history, artistic heritage, and coast. It's also famous for its au-

thenticity, as this Italian region is relatively unknown in some countries. It features over 100 miles of glittering Adriatic 

coastline, vineyards, olive groves and panoramas as far as the eye can see. 

The remaining regions in the next Mosaico. 

Travel News ~ ANDIAMO (Let’s Go)  

Le Marche Marvels – September 13-23, 2021 

Join a custom tour of Bologna to Rome via Ravenna, Ferrara, San Marino, Rimini, Urbino, Fabriano, Conero, Lore-

to, Ascoli Piceno, Norcia, Ninfa & Frascati. 

For more information, please visit www.NBICF.org, About Us / Travel for further information or contact Sharie Sbrazza at 

andiamotravel@hotmail.com. You can also send your request to Sharie Sbrazza, Andiamo, P. O. Box 406, Santa Rosa, CA 

95402. Grazie a Sharie Sbrazza of Andiamo since 1979. NBICF Member since 1985.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mountains
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dolomites
mailto:andiamotravel@hotmail.com
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STAMP  
HERE 

North Bay Italian Cultural Foundation 
64 Brookwood Ave Santa Rosa, CA 95404-4326  

tel: 707-591-9696 email: nbicf@sonic.net 
www.nbicf.org  

DELIVER TO  ADDRESSEE OR OCCUPANT 

Mosaico Culturale is published six times a year. It is the newsletter of the North Bay Italian Cultural Foundation, 

a California nonprofit membership corporation. North Bay Italian Cultural Foundation Statement of Purpose: A 

nonprofit, open membership organization dedicated to the study, preservation and enjoyment of Italian Cul-

ture. Founded in 1984, NBICF brings people of all ancestries together to share all things Italian. NBICF activities 

foster cultural awareness, celebrate traditions and support education via scholarships, classes and programs. 

THANK YOU to those who have made donations to NBICF.  

Because of YOU, we are able to maintain our goals of study, 

preservation, and enjoyment of Italian Culture.   

Each donation, no matter the size, has an impact for NBICF.  

You can specify where your donation goes, building fund, 

scholarships, in memoriam or general fund, 

by indicating it on your check.  

 

Make your checks payable to: 

NBICF, 64 Brookwood Avenue 

Santa Rosa, CA 95404.  

 

Donations can also be made via our website, 

www.NBICF.org. 

Normally nominations for new Board members 
begin in October with Board elections taking 
place at the November member dinner. This 
year however, due to the November dinner 
being canceled, the current board must decide 
at its next meeting, should the election     pro-
cess be postponed to early 2021? Members 
will be notified of the decision.  
 
In the meantime, the Board would like to hear 
from members who are interested in serving 
on the board or who would like to nominate a 
fellow member. Please contact any board 
member if you have a nomination. The future 
of the Foundation rests on its members who 
actively participate as officers, as board mem-
bers, or as volunteers. 

From an Italian newspaper dated June 10, 2020   

A 60-year-old woman from the Italian region of Abruzzo prepared 

90 olive all'ascolana – Ascoli-style stuffed olives - in less than an 

hour while having an operation to remove a brain tumor. 

Neurosurgeon Roberto Trignani said the two-and-a-half-hour     

procedure went very well. Trignani has performed some  60             

operations over the last five years with patients conscious and en-

gaged in other activities - which depend on their usual habits -   

including playing the violin or trumpet. He said it was "a method 

that enables us to monitor the patient while we are intervening on 

brain functions and to calibrate our action". 

Hopefully, soon we can go back to: 

Sundays at the Center, Paint Italy Workshop, 

Member dinners, Special dinner events, Ital-

ian classes, Opera series, Book Group, and so 

much more. 



Instructions: Print this page. Obtain your Community Card from Oliver’s Market. Enter your 
card number on the form and enter name, email address, zip code and phone number and 
give it to the customer service representative.  
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