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Gorge Golfieri 

I was born and raised in New York City and grew up in a close knit Italian 
community. I am a first generation Italian/American. My family came from Liguria 
(Genova) and Toscana (Pietrasanta) and I learned to speak Italian at a very early 
age. I am proud of my Italian heritage and I have traveled to Italy many times to 
visit relatives. I worked for various automotive companies in various management 
positions. I retired in 2008. My wife Anna and I moved to Santa Rosa in 2009 to be 
closer to our 3 grandchildren. I love read about all types of history and I like to 
collect historical items. I joined NBICF in 2009 and I was elected to the board of 
directors in 2012. I was a co-chairman of Festa Italiana. I was elected president of 
NBICF in 2014. I am proud and honored to be part of a Foundation and as 
president I will continue the Foundations mission to foster cultural awareness and 
celebrate Italian traditions. 

 
Linda Apel 

 
 
A native Californian and longtime resident of Sonoma County with a lifetime 
interest in all things Italian. My family came from the Lake region of Italy and 
settled in Napa County where I grew up. A graduate of Ursuline High School and 
Burbank Business School I had jobs in accounting in Sonoma County prior to having 
a family.  As the mother of two and grandmother of two teens life is always 
interesting and NBICF is a big part of that. My job as Treasurer and a member of 
the Mangiamo committee are very fulfilling and certainly keep me busy. 
 
 
 
 
 

Allen Barbieri 
  
I was born in Santa Rosa Ca. My parents were born in California, but my 
grandparents were born in Italy. I was raised in Santa Rosa, until I left to go to 
Creighton University School of Dentistry, in Omaha, Nebraska. After graduation, I 
stayed there and worked as a dentist in Public Health for two years, then moved 
back to Santa Rosa to set up my dental practice. I have been married to my wife 
Jean, from Nebraska, for 53 years. We have two children, and four grandchildren. 
Now that I retired, I can spend more time cycling, skiing, and drive my ‘50 
Porsches, watching my grandkids sports activities, and of course participating at 
NBICF events. 
 
 

 



Lynne Curto Burton  
 
I was born and raised in SF and attended Balboa High School. My Grandmother 
was from Trieste and my Grandfather was from Calabria. I have been on the 
Board for three years. I was a bartender in Sonoma County for 40 years. I have 
six children, 24 grandchildren and 11 great grandchildren. My daughters and I 
toured Italy a few years ago and intend to return soon to visit my son who lives 
in Sicily.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Lisa Taormina Goe 
I was born in North Beach, San Francisco, grew up in South San Francisco and 
later met and married my husband, Tim from Noe Valley. We moved to 
Sonoma County where we raised our daughter and she is now in college in 
Marin. I worked for the DA’s office until I retired. Tim passed away in 2017. I 
joined the NBICF to be part of an Italian organization. I am also involved in the 
Church. I have traveled most of Italy including Sicily where my Dad was from. 
My Mom was from the Abruzzo region. I am excited to serve on the board and 
helping with the dinners. 
 
  

 

 

Ron Grassi     

 

I’m a retired attorney residing in Healdsburg, Calif. with my wife Sally. I am active 
with the Sierra Club and am a member of the Mother Lode Legal 
Committee.   Both of us are US and Italian citizens.  My Italian family lives in 
Naples and Ischia and we try to visit them as often as possible. My focus with 
respect to the NBICF is to involve more of our members in both the NBICF dinners 
and activities. 

 



 

 

Cindy Hume 

Sonoma County native and proud parent of two teens. I have earned degrees 
from Sonoma State, USC, and now work as a Vice President and Commercial 
Underwriter at a local community bank.  I have held numerous terms on 
NBICFs Board of Directors over the years and am currently serving as 
Secretary.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  Arleene Louise Place 

 
The Siri family arrived in the US in the early days of the 1900s.  They followed 
other of their Italian neighbors to a small village, Palisade, which was a railroad 
town just north of Eureka on the Humboldt River in Nevada.  From there, they 
eventually moved to San Francisco and started various businesses.  In 1946, 
Antone Siri and his two sons, Arthur and Theodore moved to Santa Rosa with 
their families.  Their children all grew up in an extended family with a more 
than healthy infusion of Italian culture including wonderful food.  We still have 
cousins who live in Liguria and who have mountain homes in the tiny village of 
Piampaludo and we see them as often as we can and visit the home where my 
grandfather was born.  The extended family includes Sasserno (my 
grandmother’s maiden name), Zunino, Pistone, Piombo and Buscaglia 
members, most of whom live in the Bay Area. Needless to say, family picnics 
are 4 generation affairs with lots of relatives 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Alfred Pucci 

Alfred (Al) Joseph Pucci was born, to first generation Italian Americans – all 
four of his grandparents emigrated from Italy through Ellis Island, and raised in 
San Francisco.  After graduating from Saint Ignatius High School, he attended 
San Francisco State University where he received a BA in Mathematics. After 
graduating he served on the aircraft carrier USS Coral Sea for two Vietnam 
deployments.  He then began his career in education. He spent 33 years 
working in the Jefferson Union High School District as a teacher, high school 
administrator, and retiring as the District’s Deputy Superintendent with duties 
equivalent to a COO and CFO in the private sector. During his time with the 
district he also was on the adjunct faculties at both the community college and 
university levels and continued his professional education at Holy Names 
University where he received an MS in Mathematics and at the University of 
San Francisco where he received his Doctor of Education. Al has been married 
for 53 years, has three children, two boys and a girl, and three grandsons. He 

and his wife, Phyllis, moved to Novato in August of 2017 to, among other reasons, be closer to their children 
and grandchildren. After retiring, Al joined the PIASC (Peninsula Italian American Social Club) in San Mateo and 
served as a Director for the six preceding years prior to moving to Novato in 2017. He now wants to use his 
past experiences in serving the members of the NBICF.  
 
  
 
 
 Don Raimondi 

 
Born in San Francisco, spent early years in San Jose, moved to Santa Rosa in 
1992. Married to Kathryn, 6 children, 17 grandchildren. Ancestry: Sicilian 
(maternal & paternal). Education: BS Chemistry, San Jose State, PhD 
Chemistry, UC Berkeley. Retired 1993 from IBM after 30 years in various 
research, development and management roles. Since 1994, Santa Rosa Junior 
College Adjunct Professor of Computer Science. Served 8 years on San Jose 
Unified Schools Board of Education. Joined NBICF Board in 1994. Responsible 
for NBICF website and member communication activities, including the online 
reservation process. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Virginia Smith 

Italian culture has been a part of my life since I was born in 1935 in Santa 
Rosa.  Though I am half Italian and half Irish, the Italian side was 
predominant in my rearing.  I still own a portion of my great grandparents' 
property on Laguna Road.  Cuneo Court was part of the original property, 
named after my grandparents, who were Genovese and Tuscano.  I've been 
to these areas 4 times; 2 times to support my oldest son's career as a 
Carrara marble internationally known sculptor.  My last visit, 2015, was to 
find the cemeteries of our ancestors, which 2 of my daughters and I did 
successfully.  I've been playing Bocce with other NBICF members for the 
last 6 years and helping Carole Stewart decorate for dinners even before I 
became a member. Besides raising my 7 daughters and 2 sons, Art, cooking 
and softball have been my main hobbies while my career was based on 
Bookkeeping and Property & Casualty and Health Insurance sales and 
administration.  My sister and I have continued our Italian cooking and will 

be making our family's recipe for Swiss Chard, Pork Sausage and Beef Brains raviolis next week for 
Thanksgiving and Christmas family dinners.  I'm interested in everything Italian, but pleased don't ask me to 
sing. 
 
 
 
  Carole Stewart 
I was born and raised in San Francisco and have been a resident of Santa Rosa for over 50 years. I’m a retired 
teaching assistant and caregiver. I have three grown children – a son who is a teacher living in Warsaw, 
Poland, two daughters living in Santa Rosa, and six grandsons. I am one quarter Italian from the Piedmont 
area. My passions have been art, music and traveling to archaeological sites. I returned to college to get a 
degree in archeology and anthropology. I’ve done tour directing to Yucatan, Mexico, and “digs” in the 
southwest. Currently I’m a fine artist in oils and co-president of Artists Roundtable. I have been on the NBICF 
Board of Directors for five years and been singing with Coro Allegro for 15 years. I have also acted with Actors 
Theatre for Children and many years ago with “ACT”. I love gardening, billiards, bocce ball, cards, traveling and 
just getting involved with fun and interesting people and my family. I also volunteer at Assistant League of 
Sonoma County for the last 19 years, was past president of Sonoma County Museum Auxiliary and on the 
Board of Directors of Senior Advocacy Services (SAS) of Sonoma County. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   Les Villanyi 

I have been a member of NBICF and the Coro Allegro for about 10 years and 
have been the Director of the Coro for the last 5 years.  I have taught “Survival 
Italian” classes for over 20 years to private students and online as well as to 
various junior colleges in the Bay Area. I am the author of two cookbooks for the 
Petaluma ICF:  The Mamma Mia Cookbook and the Return of Mamma Mia 
 


